
 
 
 
 

Seldom in our lives do we have the privilege to befriend a person who touched the hearts 
of everyone he met. This remarkable person, Sherman Throop, did things many of us 
only dream of doing. He lived his life to the fullest, and the impression he made on those 
who knew him will last a lifetime.  
 
Sherman was born and raised in the small farming community of Vestaburg, Michigan. 
His mother worked hard to create the best life she could for her son, and was his strongest 
supporter. Making his mother proud of him, and providing for her future were driving 
forces in his life. Growing up, Sherman often faced adversity, but this only pushed him to 
show others that he could be successful in whatever he put his mind to. In high school, 
Sherman’s determination and passion for life were exemplified as a 5’8”, 140-pound 
overachieving football player. After high school graduation, Sherman needed to decide 
the next step in his life. Would he stay in Vestaburg or venture out to make his mark on 
the world? 
 
After careful evaluation, he chose to stay close to home and commute to Ferris State 
University, while holding down a full time job at a machine shop to provide funding for 
his tuition. Despite being told by many that he would never make it, Sherman was 
determined to leave Ferris State University with a college degree.  
 
In December 1999, Sherman graduated from Ferris State University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Automotive and Heavy Equipment Management (The program’s name 
has since been changed to Automotive Management.)  Upon graduation, Sherman took a 
position in the management trainee program at Toyota Motor Sales, USA in Torrance, 
CA. 
 
Sherman had an immense passion for motorcycles and more specifically, the thrill of 
speed. As a graduation present to himself, he purchased his first brand new motorcycle. 
He always dreamed of riding through the hills and along the coastlines of California. It 
was an exhilarating way to relieve stress and the ultimate symbol of freedom. The desire 
to ride on the fine line between control and out of control was his deepest passion. At 
first, Sherman rode solo on long stretches of highway. With his outgoing, enthusiastic 
and highly charismatic personality, it didn’t take long for him to meet other riders who 
shared the same dangerous passion. And, he never missed a chance to share his love for 
motorcycles with anyone, fellow rider or casual listener. 
 
A week before his death, in a motorcycle accident, Sherman was at dinner with some 
Ferris State alumni and a Ferris professor. Sherman told the group how he wanted to start 
a fund at Ferris State to assist a student who is “busting his hump” to work and go to 
school.  
 
Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. is offering this scholarship in memory of Sherman Throop 
as a way to incorporate what Sherman wanted to give back to Ferris State University’s 
Automotive Management program.  
 
This scholarship will be awarded to an Automotive Management student who shares the 
same immense passion about life, whether it is motorcycles, cars or anything else, so long 
as “The Passion” is there. 
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